
COMMUNITY PROPERTY STATES 

In a community property jurisdiction, most property acquired during the marriage (except 
for gifts or inheritances) is owned jointly by both spouses and is divided upon divorce, 
annulment or death. Joint ownership is automatically presumed by law in the absence of 
specific evidence that would point to a contrary conclusion for a particular piece of 
property.  

The community property system is usually justified by the idea that such joint ownership 
recognizes the theoretically equal contributions of both spouses to the creation and 
operation of the family unit.  

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Community_property  

 

• Arizona 
• California 
• Idaho 
• Louisiana 
• Nevada 
• New Mexico 
• Texas 
• Washington 
• Wisconsin 

 

 

 

In Non‐Community property states, “equitable distribution” laws are used to divide 
property.  


